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to creating an effective force under national
control, and in this attitude to some extent
reflected even frontier sentiment. Ames in a
letter of January 13, 1792, wrote that "even the
views of the western people, whose defense has been
undertaken by government, have been unfriendly
to the Secretary of War and to the popularity
of the Government. They wish to be hired as
volunteers, at two-thirds of a dollar a day to fight
the Indians. They are averse to the regulars.5*
By the Act of March 5, 1792, Congress authorized
three additional regiments, with the proviso, how-
ever, that they "shall be discharged as soon as
the United States shall be at peace with the Indian
tribes." This legislation, nevertheless, was a great
practical improvement on the previous act. Gen-
eral Wayne, who now took command, was fortu-
nately circumstanced in that he was under no
pressure to move against the Indians. Public
opinion favored a return to negotiation, so that
he had time to get his troops under good dis-
cipline. He did not move the main body of his
troops until the summer of 1794, and on August
20, he inflicted a smashing defeat on the Indians,
at a place known as the Fallen Timbers, followed
up the victory by punitive expeditions to the